URBAN TURBAN: A WALK THROUGH AN ALBUM
______________________________________________________________
[1st panel: Left window One   W114cm H155cm urban turban cover - ]
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Square album artwork of the Urban Turban vinyl exhibition:
[image: image2.png]



______________________________________________________________
[2nd panel: Right window One  W114cm H155cm exhibition intro text - ]

The album is ’Urban Turban’, the group is Cornershop, and their singer writer and producer is Tjinder Singh.  He has always championed EF Schumacher’s ‘Small Is Beautiful’ approach to creating, and the ethic of do it yourself or ask your friends to help and teach you drive of William Morris’s Arts & Craft Movement.  Hence ‘Urban Turban’ is a self-released album on ample play records welded together with many collaborations of musical and visual artists.
‘Urban Turban’ is a walk through the hard-drive of Tjinder Singh's head – it’s a summer breeze with an autobahn of electronic sound, Swedish and French songstresses, Greater Manchester primary school singers, and a throwback to his roots of Indian folk (or as he calls it, the precursor to hip-hop itself)…Whilst many other groups seem to have got themselves stuck in a time of austerity, Cornershop continue to showcase all they want, in their own time – it’s a longer route but one that has solid foundation and international respect.  To make this route simpler we have set out the album, track by track, as we welcome you to walk through an album…
Recorded at West Orange Studios Preston Lancashire &

Sassy P Studios London.
Engineered Alan Gregson
Produced by Tjinder SIngh
33rpm

Cat number AMPLALP034
Mastered at The Exchange Camden by Nils.
Artwork by Nick Edwards
Stereo

______________________________________________________________
[3rd panel: a footnote to be rested on the window cill of window One (measurements to be got]

An Ample Play Records production.

Commissioned by Bloomsbury Festival. 

Supported by Arts Council England.

______________________________________________________________

(4th panel: Left window Two     W66cm H151cm  stating Side A, first track and its tittle, with the hippie character taken from the vinyl book release under it ]
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 (Pls note All tracks fit in window like this W66cm H151cm  )
SIDE A.

1.’What Did The Hippie Have In His Bag?’ - Cornershop ft. Castle Hill Primary 
[image: image4.png]What did t





______________________________________________________________

(5th panel: Right window Two     W66cm H151cm explanation of track 1.’What Did The Hippie Have In His Bag?’]

Manchester International Festival invited Cornershop to contribute work for children.  Tjinder decided to utilise a hippie character to create a song, its adult connotations being so removed to that of free thinking children.  Three days work at Castle Hill Primary School, Bolton with five year olds helped develop their words and paragraphs by pushing their imagination, parts of which were then added to the song.  The teachers & parents talked about a life changing experience for the kids and the community.  
As well as the opener for this album, the song was also released in illustrated 7” vinyl book form, created in collaboration with sleeve artist Nick Edwards.
______________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________
Left window Three Video plays for this track (TV monitor 1)

(6th panel: Right window only Three     W66cm H151cm explanation of track 2.’Who's Gonna Lite It Up?’]

2.’Who's Gonna Lite It Up?’ - Cornershop ft. Izzy Lindqwister
Tjinder met the Swedish songstress Izzy Lindqwister when she played a gig in his local record shop.  He liked her Os Mutantes vocal delivery, around which he wrapped tabla, and a Black Country back section and guitar.
Such boldness deserved similarly out there artwork when it was released as a Singhle, enter French artist and designer Camille Walala, who is now brightening the world with her bold designs. 
The video here was created by Rocketscience Lab from Bangalore, more on whom we have when you walk onto the next track, suffice to say the video, shortlisted for the prestigious Onewshow’s Onescreen Festival has intensively psychedelic elements with a strong graphic finish, shot with a mix of live action and stop frame technique used for animation.
______________________________________________________________
Panels with visuals tak
en from the video

Write up about Camille Walala x Cornershop digital popadom with cut out doll – large plastified version of doll make your own

3. ‘Non-Stop Radio (extended play)’ - Cornershop ft. Celeste
Panel: During a period of living in Paris, Tjinder wrote and recorded with his friend Celeste.  It was originally for a radio jingle but developed with the help of brisk city walks from Concorde to Ménilmontant into a song of French Electron. 
Vidya Thomas and Rajesh Thomas directors of the award-winning production company Rocketscience Lab in Bangalore contacted Cornershop out the blue, wanting to collaborate. Their graphic style fitted the spirit of Non Stop Radio. They create the radio character, multiplying it to reflect the repetitiveness of the track, using only one thing: paper.  
Video of the track played in loop (TV monitor 2)
Write up about Rocket Science – visuals why they like collaborating with Cornershop

Listening booth with mixes available of the tracks

Robot paper – sheets available to make your own robot
Giant cardboard robot

Mono
4. ‘Beacon Radio 303’ - Cornershop ft. Rajwant
Rajwant Kaur played at Billy Childish’s birthday party, and Cornershop’s very own official and legendary photographer Alison Wonderland told us news of this mysterious lady from other lands.  Here Rajwant interprets a traditional Punjabi folk song, which the group then place in blender at dial speed 2, the result, well there will never been another juice like this ever again. 
Tjinder’s parents came the UK from the Punjab in the 1960s. A qualified teacher and headmaster in India, he had to retrain in England to become a school teacher, whilst working jobs such as on the buses in non study periods. They settled in Wolverhampton, and Tjinder was born in local MP Enoch Powells ‘Rivers of Blood.’ Wolverhampton’s Punjabi community grew up with Punjabi folk and Sikh devotional music. He discovered gospel through the Christian church that shared the ex-snooker hall with the Sikh congregation.  Slowly through his two elder brothers heavy metal and indie music took a hold.

Traditional Punjabi folk – a history via a video? A panel? (TV monitor 3?)
Encense smell   garlands
Punjabi wedding turban hat you can put on your head (mirror)

Sari fabric

Tjinder growing in the West Midlands in the Punjabi community (black and white photos) – mixing his roots to his music

 (footage of punjabi folk dance and music from somewhere legal and cheap?)
SIDE B.

5. ‘Milkin' It’ - Cornershop ft. In Light Of Aquarius
Hip hop track

Panel:  “Milkin' It,” a track that charts down US hip-hop pioneers, featuring at the microphone stand one Ritchie Deeney.  The song shines light on where hip-hop has gone, and it is a great example and praise of what it first set out to do.  There is no better place than East Oakland, C.A. the home of the black panther movement that portrays street hip hop…. 

Portrait by Richard Gray
The story of the video. As often is the case with Tjinder, it started with cup of tea. Tjinder played director producer Astrid Edwards some new unreleased tracks in a teashop with the view of collaborating. It was decided she was going to work on Milkin’ It. 
“As a 12-14 year old I tripped effortlessly from disco to punk and reggae that segued nicely into funk and hip hop via new wave. All of these music genres had one thing in common – real communities doing it for themselves, being themselves, creative expression via any mean necessary. Milkin’ It reminded me it had never left me.” Astrid Edwards

Astrid had recently found out about turf dancing, a fluid street dance movement unique to East Oakland California, developed as a homage to a dead friend taken too soon, taking place at a specific street corner. 
Turf dancing, a way of memorializing and sanctifying the corner where someone has died.

Researched the subject matter and decided to turn the music video into a mini documentary. Followed ways of making connections with artists in the area. Street artist Desi helped, Annie Irish photographer, a memorable short day trip. Was able to film with two renown dancers ENinja and Chonkie. Decided to document the phenomenon, turn the music video into a mini documentary. Street artist Desi. A four day adventure with lots of strong encounters.
Video playing in a loop (TV monitor 3)
Video about turf dancing in Oakland California made by film-maker Astrid Edwards (turf dancing = street dance in street corner where there was a shooting by)
Info about turf dancing and Astrid who used music video as an opportunity to explore that subject

6. ‘Concrete, Concrete’ - Cornershop ft. Kay Kwong
Panel:  Kay Kwong from Tokyo Japan helped on this electro sampled slab of funk.
Greg Neale early PICS
Gospel music = big influence on Tjinder in West Midlands + reggae

Process of vinyl manufacturing – video of vinyl factory (Tjinder Singh copyright) plus objects from vinyl factory (plates?) 

Greg Neate is a music photographer who pitched up in Leicester in the first half of the 1990s while studying medicine. Naturally enough he met Tjinder at local music venue, the Charlotte, just as the band were making their first recordings. A further connection was established through Cornershop’s first manager, ‘Fat’ Mark Standing, who Greg had once interviewed for his photo-collage fanzine, Quality Time, back when Mark was the singer of Lancashire supergroup, the Dandelion Adventure.

Greg quickly became an early supporter and took some of Cornershop’s earliest live photographs as well as the images of the Sparkenhoe Newsagent in Highfields, Leicester that appeared on the vinyl label and the CD booklet for Hold On it Hurts. Some of these live photographs along with two interviews with Cornershop appeared in the second (and last) issue of Quality Time in 1996, which also featured fellow Leicester band, Prolapse.

Since then, Greg has continued to photograph live music and has held exhibitions of his black and white photographs in Brighton, Worthing and Glasgow. In 2014, he was invited by All Tomorrow’s Parties, to display a selection of his live photographs from their holiday camp music festivals at their pop-up shop in Shoreditch. 

When not at work as a psychiatrist, Greg continues to take photographs and now lives in Perth, Australia. A selection of all his photographs that date back to 1989 can be viewed at www.neatephotos.com.  
Greg photographed the early 1990s British and American music scene, documenting it in a DIY fanzine manner, very important work that has led to several exhibitions.
Dolby

7. ‘Something Makes You Feel Like’ - Cornershop ft. SoKo

Video of track playing (TV monitor 4)
Panel:  Cornershop’s Ben & Tjinder met a very youthful and energetic Soko when she played in Brighton – they spent the rest of the day walking about the town.  She later supported Cornershop at Camden’s Jazz Café before which she had put vocals down with them at Tjinder’s Sassy P studios. 
The track is a classic indie track Velvet Underground lo fi, perfectly matched by Pete Gomes featuring actor and singer Nile J. Tjinder was introduced to director Pete Gomes by friends. He used an already created footage but fitted the song perfectly. A travel through London and through this guy’s head through his hair. Bustling London, homage to London. Pete filmed the Nile J deep his thoughts, inventing stories in his head. Pete a London based Artist and Filmmaker, currently undertaking a PHD to develop a system for improvising cinema.
Video homage to London

Soko French singer and actress = another collaboration, very Velvet Underground track.

Cornershop = history of artistic collaborations (Alan Ginsberg, Noel Gallagher, Dan the Automator

Cornershop started out very as a DIY punk ethic, riot grrl scene. As their confidence in music making grew, they learnt to use technology (samples used on first album), then wanted to open up their world. 
Allen Ginsberg, Noel Gallagher, The Automator, Punjabi folk singer Bubbley Kaur, Dutch-Welsh singer Angharad van Rijswijk aka Accü, Lorraine. Matsuki Ayumu met via Twitter, mixed each other’s tracks then went on to play with them on stage at Fuji Rock.

The collaborations are human experiences, Ben and Tjinder said they would like to do something with Allen Ginsberg. Yale looked up the New York phonebook and found his telephone number. They visited him at his flat and he read out loud ‘When the Light Appears Boy’ recorded on tape player. 
Noel Gallagher they got to know when touring.

8. ‘Dedicated’ - Cornershop ft. Lorraine
Panel:  Lorraine the group had worked with before.  As a singer and teacher of gospel choirs, she knows all about dedication, and praise.  This then ended the album as it was prior to mastering, but as with all walks certain other paths seem more enticing, and the final version of the album was augmented with a longer version of ’What Did The Hippie Have In His Bag?’ and a couple of other new tracks to keep the freshness sealed. North of England connection. Ben and Tjinder keep going back to their uni town and record at West Orange Studios. A long-time collaborator is sleeve artist Nick Edwards who started working with Cornershop for ‘When I Was Born for the 7th Time’. Sleeve art to an art form when one could be employed doing the work before the demise of the music industry. Worked through singles and albums over a long period of time, developing matching common esthetics, and visual language of the band.  Nick trained at ? and worked as art director and graphic designer.

END PANEL
Extended version of the Hippie what did the Hippie have in his bag

Lyrics

As the walk through Urban Turban finishes

We hope you enjoyed your London walk your musical walk

What do you think the hippie had in his bag?

Answer on a post-it note please

Thank you for walking with us.

Walk. Urban Turban. 

What did the Hippie have in his bag?

Now tell me that?

Marmalade jam, fresh out of the can.

Long words that we can’t understand, like Pushung Peng, comprehend

Beepop and German jazz

Is what he had in his bag.

Double Days books and Kurt Vonnegut

Is what he had his in bag.

Social media button

Tell us what you think

Final panel 
Digital popadom with songs and cocktail recipes

A song and a drink - match

Gary Parselle screenprints
**********************

Giant quotes of ‘what did the hippie have in his bag’ answers

Various record players dotted about from different areas

Cornershop & Tjinder Singh biography

10 Bose speakers (one for each track)  - each speaker linked to one track via video or player of some sort
5 TV monitors to play videos
Installation panel

Graphic designer / maker to produce the exhibition contents

Shop area for music and merch
Travel through cities Paris, Bangalore, Portland, Preston, Jullandhar

http://www.supersizeprint.co.uk/products.aspx?ApplicationID=0&SubAppCategoryID=0&Desc=5&SubApplicationID=0&ProductID=2931
https://www.helloprint.co.uk/correxsigns
http://www.artdiscount.co.uk/accessories/frames/gallery-frames.html 

http://www.posterprints.co.uk/large-posters#start 
http://www.artdiscount.co.uk/white-foam-board-5mm.html 

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

11. ‘What Did The Hippie Have In His Bag?’ - The High Slung Satchel - Cornershop ft. Castle Hill Primary
Track playing in loop

Giant panels of the pages of the book

Vinyl book 

Wall where people can answer the question: ‘what did the hippie have in his bag?’ make up a lyric line

History of the collaboration with Manchester IF and school in Bolton

Paper record player 

Cardboard dragon

4. ‘Solid Gold’ - Cornershop ft. Katie

Track playing in loop

Gold vinyl 12”

9. ‘Inspector Bamba Singh's Lament’ - Cornershop ft. Amar

Track playing in loop

Mixing desk people can sit on
Info about the mastering process – info about the mastering engineer on the album

Urban Turban masks and visual – Singhles Club prints visuals

Portrait of Swedish singer Izzy Lindqwister & biog

Write-up about the collaboration (she sent her vocals to Tj who added music)

Guitar with stool to try to play the riff.

Full Tracklisting:

1.’What Did The Hippie Have In His Bag?’ - Cornershop ft. Castle Hill Primary 
2.’Who's Gonna Lite It Up?’ - Cornershop ft. Izzy Lindqwister
3. ‘Non-Stop Radio (extended play)’ - Cornershop ft. Celeste
4. ‘Solid Gold’ - Cornershop ft. Katie
5. ‘Beacon Radio 303’ - Cornershop ft. Rajwant
6. ‘Milkin' It’ - Cornershop ft. In Light Of Aquarius
7. ‘Concrete, Concrete’ - Cornershop ft. Kay Kwong
8. ‘Something Makes You Feel Like’ - Cornershop ft. SoKo

9. ‘Inspector Bamba Singh's Lament’ - Cornershop ft. Amar
10. ‘Dedicated’ - Cornershop ft. Lorraine
11. ‘What Did The Hippie Have In His Bag?’ - The High Slung Satchel - Cornershop ft. Castle Hill Primary
bonus track….. ‘First Wog On The Moon’

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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